FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Chanhassen Area Businesses Network for Profits

Chanhassen, MN – October 28, 2009 – Local businesses in the Chanhassen area are banding together to weather the economic downturn by networking and passing profitable referrals to each other. In fact, last month alone referrals between members added up to more than $22,000 in revenue.  “Small business is the backbone of our economy, “ said Amy Foley, President of The Circle of Excellence chapter of Business Networking International. “Networking is a great way for us to form relationships and help each other to overcome the current economic situation.”

As with other BNI chapters, the Circle of Excellence has one member per profession - one jeweler, real estate agent or accountant per chapter. At each meeting, members give 60-second presentations not only to educate each other on what their businesses offer but also to tell them something fresh and interesting that others are not likely to know about them. Says Foley, “Referrals are based on trust. You won’t give a referral unless you trust that the person you’re referring will do a good job. BNI helps with building that trust.”

The Circle of Excellence hopes to increase the number of referrals and closed business by 40% next year. How? By adding more members to their chapter. “Last year, our members spent more than $285,000 for goods and services that aren’t represented by people in our chapter,” said Ed Estlow, Education Coordinator and Visitor Host for the Chapter. “In essence, this is revenue lost by local businesses.”

The group meets every Thursday morning at the Chanhassen Recreation Center from 7:30am to 9am. They begin with 15 minutes of informal networking followed by a brief segment on improving networking skills. Member business cards change hands and referral slips, forms that document a sales lead, get passed. There’s also a longer ten minute presentation by a different member each week. 

For additional information on BNI or visiting the Circle of Excellence chapter, contact Amy Foley or visit CircleofExcellence.weebly.com. Walk-in visitors are encouraged.

About Business Networking International: BNI is the most successful organization of its type in the world; there are currently thousands of chapters in operation with tens of thousands of members. Members of BNI have passed millions of referrals and this translates into billions of dollars in business being done. The philosophy of BNI is “Givers Gain – If I give business to the members of my chapter, in return they will want to give business to me.”
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